
River Avon Restoration Project 
– Lords Walk and Countess
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Meeting of the Full Council, 7th March 2023

1



Healthy Rivers for Wildlife and People

Summary

• Chalk streams like the River Avon are a globally rare type of river, 
naturally rich in wildlife, including salmon, otter, and kingfisher

• Historic mismanagement of the Avon between Durrington and 
Amesbury has damaged precious chalk stream habitat and the 
wildlife that depends on it

• Wessex Rivers Trust aim to restore ~3 km of river habitat through 
Lords Walk and upstream of the A303 towards Durrington

• As well as benefiting wildlife, our work aims to improve the 
footpath through Lords Walk and reduce the risk of flooding 
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The Hampshire Avon

Healthy Rivers for Wildlife and People 3

• The Hampshire Avon has an international reputation 
as the ‘crown jewel’ of English rivers. 

• The Avon and a number of its tributaries are ‘chalk 
streams’.

• Chalk streams are a globally rare type of river famed 
for their crystal clear waters which support a wide 
range of plants and animals, including some of the 
country’s most iconic species, such as the salmon, 
water vole and otter.

• We are fortunate that many of the world’s chalk 
streams are found here in the Hampshire Avon 
catchment.

• The Avon catchment isn’t just important for our 
native wildlife; it provides us with our water for 
drinking and growing crops. It also provides natural 
protection from flooding and contributes towards 
the local economy through attracting tourism, 
recreation and local businesses.

Over 80% of the world’s chalk streams 

are found in Southern England alone 
(chalk streams highlighted in blue)

The Hampshire 

Avon catchment



The Hampshire Avon
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Juvenile salmon depend on a 

healthy river to grow strong and 
migrate to sea

Mayfly, an important food source 

for fish and birds, depend on an 
abundance of plants such as 

water crowfoot

Water crowfoot with its 

distinctive white buttercup 
flowers is the building block of life 

in our chalk streams
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What is a ‘healthy river’?

A healthy chalk stream needs:
• Clean water
• Sufficient flows
• Healthy habitat – connected 

and diverse

All connected!
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Challenges facing the Avon at Lord’s Walk and 
Countess
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Dredging and re-alignment of 
the river (linked to road 
network development) = not so 
healthy habitat…

Our surveys indicate degraded 
habitat is having a negative 
impact on wildlife Salmon struggle to 

migrate upstream 
beyond weirs
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Restoring healthy habitats
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One dimensional river 
habitat unable to cope 
with pressures associated 
with water quality, low 
flows, and climate change

Physically restoring river 
habitats will increase the 
resilience of the river and 
enhance biodiversity.
A diversity of habitats = good 
for nature!
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Restoring healthy habitats
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An abundance of plant 
growth, especially water 
crowfoot, is key to the 
health of the river

Insects, fish, 
kingfisher, water vole, 
and otter all rely on 
healthy river habitats

A straight river channel 
and sluggish flow limits 
river health



Proposed project at Lord’s Walk
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Siphon culvert that flows under the 
‘main river’ is prone to blocking

Existing weir blocks fish passage, 
preventing salmon from accessing 
their spawning grounds

A303

The main channel is overshaded, 
limiting beneficial plant growth in 
the channel

Countess 

Roundabout

Durrington

Amesbury

The woodland offtake channel 
has eroded; extra flow is 
increasing the likelihood of the 
footpath flooding



Proposed project at Lord’s Walk
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Improved footpaths
Repairs to the riverbanks and footpath along 
Lords Walk = improved access to a healthy 
river

Better habitats, less flooding
Creating a new route for salmon and other 
fish to pass up and downstream also helps 
ease flooding on the footpath at Lords 
Walk

A303

Countess 

Roundabout

Amesbury

Durrington

Sky lighting – a reduction in tree cover will 
allow more light into the channel and 
encourage plant growth. 



How will we do it?
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Tree cover will be thinned increasing light levels into 
the river, encouraging in-channel and marginal plant 
growth. The thinned wood will be used in the 
channel to create habitat for a wide range of wildlife.

The eroded off-take to the woodland carrier will be 
blocked off. A new off-take will be installed at the 
downstream end to manage the water levels in the 
woodland and reduce flooding of the footpath.



How will we do it?
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Locally sourced large woody debris, such as tree 
limbs to help push the flow of water around, 
creating a diversity of habitats in the process

River margins rich in vegetation are a vital 
source of habitat, and protect the bank from 
erosion. 
Large woody debris will be secured safely to 
the banksides and will quickly blend in to the 
banks of the river. 



How will we do it?
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• Dredging of the river bed in the 60’s and 70’s 
has severely damaged the river. 

• The natural bed of the river will be restored by 
depositing many tonnes of gravel. 

• Salmon rely on this type of gravelly substrate to 
spawn. 

• Temporary machine access will be required to 
install the gravel, which may result in limited 
public access for a short period of time.



Upstream of Lords Walk and the A303
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A303

Durrington
Lords Walk

Healthy river habitats restored
Restoring the gravel bed of the 
river upstream of the A303 road 
bridge will improve conditions 
for a wide range of wildlife

Large woody debris will be 
installed to narrow the over-
wide, dredged channel



Questions?

info@wessexrt.org.uk 
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