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Chair’s Introduction 
George Seligman, Chair of Trustees 

Adequate funding is the key to the Trust’s progress. No 
money, no delivery! We have been hugely helped over 
the years by generous grant making trusts, most recently 
the Linbury Trust and the Oak Foundation. Others have 
kindly supported us in the past and we hope they will 
help again in the future. Many companies and 
government bodies are funding our current projects: 
Southern Water, Wessex Water, National Highways, the 
Environment Agency, DEFRA and the National Heritage 
Lottery Fund to name only a few.  

But it is all of you our supporters, landowners, fishers, 
volunteers and other supporters who are critical to our 
plans. You give us ideas, carry out work, critique what 
we have done and, vitally, help to fund it all. Please heed 
the request later in this newsletter to find us more 
fishing days to auction, or to bid for them yourself when 
they come onto our website. If you have access to a 
grant making trust or have a bright idea for raising funds, 
please let us know about it. If you can find us a new 
member, then please get him or her to sign up through 
our website. Or how about a legacy? We promise to do 
our best to spend your money wisely in protecting and 
restoring our beautiful rivers, and in making sure that 
future generations understand and appreciate them.   

 

White Egret 

Welcome to this report from Wessex Rivers Trust on 
what has been an outstanding second half of 2021. If 
you have had a surfeit of news stories about covid, 
parties in Number 10 and scandals involving Jeffery 
Epstein, then this magazine should be a good antidote. 
We report on numerous practical programmes which are 
restoring habitats in the rivers of Wessex, as well as 
educating children and communities about them. I 
would like to reflect briefly on the past decade. In 2012 I 
became a trustee of the fairly newly established Wessex 
Chalk Stream and Rivers Trust (our previous name). We 
then had one part-time employee, almost no money and 
were struggling to deliver any meaningful in-river 
projects. This magazine indicates what has been 
achieved in the intervening years through the hard work 
of our excellent and dedicated staff.  

Dave Rumble, our Chief Executive, is right to express his 
great pride (see next page) in the major achievements of 
the last year through the FReSH programme and 
numerous other projects. He and everyone at the Trust 
have achieved wonders in a difficult period. Now we 
have inspirational plans for delivering more of the same: 
habitat improvements and education. I hope I am not 
tempting providence by thinking that the Trust can 
achieve still more in 2022.  
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A Word from the CEO 
Dave Rumble, Chief Executive Officer 
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Since the July edition of Wessex Rivers News the public 

and political focus on rivers and the issues that affect 

them has arguably been at an all-time high: the 

Environment Act and debates over sewage pollution and 

what water companies should be allowed to do; fines 

paid for past offences, and the Environment Audit 

Committee report on river pollution to name just a few. 

The Trust has an active partnership with the national 

Rivers Trust who are well-placed to lead on some of 

these high-level issues and continues to influence the 

national agenda for rivers and catchments. We warmly 

welcome a guest article from Christine Colvin from the 

Rivers Trust on page 10 while Alex Deacon outlines the 

Trust’s part in translating the national strategy for 

nature’s recovery into our river catchments.  

This truly bumper edition features inspiring reports from 

the Trust’s busiest season of river restoration yet. 

Through the Southern Water-funded FReSH programme, 

the Trust brought its own skills, connections and 

expertise to the River Test. In subtle contrast, projects 

are also featured which span the headwaters of the 

Itchen and Test, restoration on the River Anton which 

highlights how a wilder chalk stream can be created, and 

the Lower Avon where improved connections between 

river and floodplain were achieved at scale. We also 

share our initial findings on the Avon at Amesbury as part 

of the ground-breaking Countess Restoration project. 

We showcase some new, ‘people-powered’, strands of 

work: the ambitious Test & Itchen Invasive Non-Native 

Species project and our growing volunteer programme 

both of which add so much added value to our more 

familiar approaches to river conservation. There are also 

inspiring accounts of work with young people and 

communities, including work with uniformed groups and 

improved access on part of the Dorset Stour. 

I am so proud of all that the Trust has achieved over the 

last few months and look forward to more, even greater 

things in 2022. We could not manage any of this though 

without the support that comes from our readers whose 

own passion propels the Trust in its mission to protect 

and restore our rivers in Wessex. Thank you. 

Water crowfoot on the River Avon 
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A FReSH Start 
Mike Blackmore, Head of Project Delivery & Neil  Swift, Project Officer 

Over just six weeks in the autumn of 2021, Wessex RT’s 

Flow Resilient Sustainable Habitat (FReSH) Water 

Programme delivered 8 simultaneous projects, 

amounting to approximately 3.5km of river restoration 

and 6.5 hectares of chalk stream habitat improvement in 

the Test catchment - funded by Southern Water. 

When combined with our other projects and those 

delivered by our partners, it’s likely that our region saw 

more river restoration than anywhere else in the UK 

during 2021. The Trust managed the programme overall,  

commissioning a team of hand-picked specialists to 

implement physical works. Read on for a summary: 

Bourne Rivulet, Hurstbourne 

This project, overseen by the Trust but developed and 

delivered by the Wild Trout Trust, paid homage to the 

famous wild trout reputation of the Bourne Rivulet, 

combining complex and naturalistic woody habitat fea-

tures with significant bank re-grading and an extra-wide 

livestock exclusion buffer. Approximately half a kilome-

tre of river habitat was improved immediately down-

stream of the fish passage easement installed last year 

under the Watercress and Winterbournes programme.  

WTT’s Nick Lawrence led a handpicked team, including 

the fishery’s own river keepers, to install a variety of 

complex habitat features using woody material arising 

from bankside “skylighting” tree works aimed at diversi-

fying light conditions. Floodplain gravels won from bank 

re-grading work was used to further diversify and natu-

ralise the riverbed.  

It is hoped that this “wilded” reach will become a verita-

ble troutopia, improving the resilience of the Bourne 

Rivulet to climate change or pollution events by provid-

ing a natural reservoir of wild fish that can readily repop-

ulate the upper river should any future disasters occur.  

Site staff plan the positioning of the next habitat feature  

Blending it in. Riverbanks re-shaped over new woody habitat  
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River Test, Wherwell  

This project, delivered by Wessex RT Framework con-

tractors Cain Bio-Engineering Ltd, had all the challenges 

of a multi-kilometre river restoration condensed into 

only one third of a kilometre, including weir removal, 

bank lowering, re-meandering, gravel reintroduction, 

tree works and marginal translocations. Tree preserva-

tion orders and SSSI constraints made winning woody 

and wetland plant material particularly challenging. 

The result has been truly transformative, significantly 

diversifying channel width, depth and flow patterns, and 

providing an abundance of new habitat for chalk stream 

flora and fauna. The river has been un-impounded and 

un-straightened, natural morphology has resumed and 

we’ll be excited to see how this reach develops over 

spring/summer 2022. We hope this project will serve as 

an excellent example of chalk stream restoration where 

commercial angling can harmonise with quality habitat.  

River Test, Chilbolton upstream 

A single-bank restoration is an unusual challenge. This 

project was designed to fit around an Environment 

Agency Test and Itchen Restoration Strategy (TIRRS) pro-

ject due to be delivered upstream and on the opposite 

bank. Unfortunately, the EA project was delayed, re-

sulting in our project being delivered before the neigh-

bouring works.  Whilst the project has helped narrow 

the channel and improve flow diversity, the full benefits 

will be realised once the TIRRS project is also delivered. 

The challenge at this site was first getting plant machin-

ery to the river across protected SSSI wetland, and then 

altering riverbanks occupied by an established colony of 

water voles.  

This was accomplished by judicious use of ground pro-

tection matting across carefully planned access routes, 

and the creation of new angler-accessible “causeways” 

which help to narrow and re-wiggle the river whilst re-

taining open water access to existing water vole bur-

rows. 

River Test, Chilbolton downstream 

This project built on the success of a previous EA TIRRS 

project, where having seen the results, the landowners 

wanted to try something more ambitious. Of course, we 

were very happy to oblige and used floodplain-won 

gravel and soil to re-shape and narrow the river, acceler-

ating flow through a sequence of new meanders. 

The key challenges on this project were logistical. Just 

getting plant machinery onto site required strengthening 

an existing bridge by ‘overbridging’ with a pair of two 

tonne steel plates. Once across we had to carefully ma-

noeuvre our way through SSSI wet woodland and fen 

habitat, using heavy duty track matting and bog boards 

to ensure the ground remained undamaged. 

As with the project upstream, we had to work around a 

thriving water vole population. This was achieved 

through the regular surveys, clear marking of burrows, a 

safe working distance for plant machinery and retention 

of open water habitat where required. 

Both the upstream and downstream Chilbolton projects 

were delivered in-house by Wessex RT subcontracting a 

team of handpicked specialist contractors, and with the 

help of volunteers. 

Protected habitat: SSSI wetland protected from impaction 

Out with the old! Part of the old hatches are removed. 

Re-shaping the river bank. 



BLEED FROM A4 (21.0*29.7CM) 

6 Wessex Rivers Trust 

River Test, Longstock 

This was the biggest intervention in the programme this 

year. A substantially over-wide section of the main River 

Test was suffering from uniformly sluggish flows and was 

acutely vulnerable to low flow events. 

Wessex RT Framework contractors Stonbury Ltd. over-

came challenges including bridges of unknown load 

rating (supported by Framework contractors Aquasci-

ence Ltd), and extremely soft ground conditions. Both 

banks were significantly re-shaped using site-won woody 

material, imported flint gravel, and floodplain turf and 

soil, to create a more natural channel planform. The new 

channel shape was developed in consultation with the 

estate’s head river keeper with the aim of striking an 

artful balance between ecologically optimal flow speeds, 

and an enjoyable angling experience. 

We hope that this project will serve as a flagship case 

study for restoring “big water” chalk stream reaches, 

where problems might be too big to fix with woody ma-

terial alone. 

River Test, North Houghton 

This project was a priority for the FReSH Water Pro-

gramme. When visited in July 2020, the river was ex-

tremely low, resulting in an alarming (though thankfully 

temporary) collapse of the in-stream plant community. A 

significant narrowing and re-meandering project was 

proposed to reinvigorate natural morphology and build 

resilience against low flows. 

The project was delivered by Wessex RT supervising a 

combination of the fishing club’s own highly skilled river 

keepers, Wessex RT Framework contractors Aquamain-

tain Ltd and volunteers.  

The riverbanks were built-out and re-shaped using a 

combination of locally coppiced willow and alder, flood-

plain-won and/or imported flint gravel, floodplain soil 

and marginal turfs. The left-hand bank was particularly 

challenging as it could only be accessed by taking an ex-

cavator across two different protected SSSI habitats, in 

some places at a crawling pace moving one timber bog 

board at a time.  

This project has already produced significant changes to 

flow conditions, and we are particularly excited to see 

how the ecology of the river responds. We are confident 

this project will develop into one of the centrepieces of 

the FReSH Water Programme, and be a springboard for 

further chalk stream restorations in the coming years. 

 

Right: A river re-invigorated.  

The overwide channel makes these excavators look tiny. 

Above: Fish live in trees! Several whole willows are placed into the 

river at North Houghton  
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River Dun, R. Test confluence 

At its confluence with the River Test, the River Dun was 

severely impounded by a rock weir that was slowing 

flow and causing uniform sedimentation. Wessex RT 

Framework contractors Aquascience Ltd. removed the 

weir and re-meandered the straightened channel 

upstream via a combination of angler-accessible and 

coarse brushwood berms. This has reinvigorated the 

channel and we expect to see significant changes to the 

riverbed by late spring 2022. 

During the rock weir removal our contractors were 

surprised to discover the remnant of an older concrete 

and sheet pile structure. A substantial volume of 

concrete was removed, and a specialist was sub-

contracted to cut the sheet piles with a gas torch.  

On a nearby Test carrier stream, habitat was enhanced 

by opening some over-shaded sections and using the 

arising woody material to diversify the channel via a 

series of marginal berms. The site is often frequented by 

migrating salmon, so we took the opportunity to 

introduce three new gravel glides, which we hope will 

provide salmonid spawning habitat (fingers crossed for 

redds this winter). 

Salmon spawning habitat introduced at the tail of an existing pool  

River Dun – Dunbridge  

Our project on this reach of the river Dun was aimed at 

maximising the potential of some already very promising 

habitat. This was to be achieved by making use of the 

ample supply of bankside trees to create a series of flow-

deflecting woody habitat features.  

Woody berms were created to mimic natural fallen tree 

habitat, deflecting flow to clean gravels and encouraging 

the deposition of silt in the channel margins. It was a 

great opportunity for our Framework contractors, Aqua-

maintain Ltd, to get creative on the size, shape and exact 

placement of the structures, giving the river just the 

boost it needed. We plan to return in 2022 to undertake 

some much-needed bed-raising through a historically 

dredged reach. 

We hope to make use of this site as an education and 

engagement venue were children and adults alike can 

learn about chalk streams and what makes them so spe-

cial. Out with the old. Just one of the many enormous lumps of concrete 

pulled from the old impoundment  

With 2021’s projects complete, we’ve already started 

preparing for Autumn 2022. The rivers flow on, and so 

does our work!  

We would like to thank Southern Water for funding, our 

partners the Environment Agency and Natural England, 

and all the contractors who helped us deliver 2021’s 

FReSH projects including: the Wild Trout Trust, Cain Bio-

Engineering, Aquamaintain, Aquascience, Stonbury, Eco-

Librium, Fishing Breaks, Arbwise, Matt Foord, Jake Cous-

ins, George Prior Palmer, Ed Eley, Oliver Shuldham, the 

Houghton Club, and all our volunteers. 
These woody berms will be colonised by marginal plants over the next 

few years, re-shaping the river all the while.  
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Restoration Volunteers 
Maddie Crabb, Project Assistant & GIS Analyst 

Delivery season is the busiest time of year for the 

projects team at Wessex Rivers Trust and this year we 

had a record number of projects. Not only was this an 

extraordinary year for river restoration delivery we also 

had a small army of volunteers to help make it happen.  

Volunteer team securing down a brushwood berm with cross braces on the River Test  

Nine volunteers from all walks of life across our 

catchment came together to help us make two of our 

FReSH Water Programme projects possible. Both 

projects were based around Stockbridge, Hampshire, in 

the Middle Test region. Over three days, four structures 

to enhance bankside and in-channel habitat were 

created.  

These structures required large quantities of brash to be 

dragged, cut, floated, and carefully positioned into the 

river. Once positioned, the brash had to be secured in 

place using ‘cross braces’ (tree limbs or trunks) and 

wired to chestnut stakes that were hand driven into the 

riverbed. This is a labour intensive, and let’s not forget, 

cold and soggy process - especially in November! 

Despite this, volunteers dedicated 98 hours of their time 

to help complete two successful river restoration 

projects that will having long-lasting legacies. 

Securing down a brushwood berm with cross braces on the River Test  
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WEG and the Wonder of 
Wood 
Andy Blincow, Senior Project Officer Test & Itchen 

The Trust’s TICTAC (Test & Itchen Catchment Technical 

Assessment of Channels) Water Environment Grant 

(WEG) scheme is nearing completion, more than three 

years on from our original 2018 funding application. The 

scheme was designed with a focus upon the non-

statutory designated i.e. ‘less protected’ Test & Itchen 

tributaries, from the urban Monks Brook in the centre of 

Eastleigh to the spate-prone Blackwater on the 

periphery of the New Forest. Initial walkover surveys 

covered almost 100km of channel across eight 

waterbodies, resulting in the production of multi-

catchment river restoration and diffuse sediment 

reports*. The subsequent delivery phase has achieved 

over 2.3 km of river restoration across three sites on the 

River Anton and two sites on the Monks Brook.  

Primary objectives of the restoration works were to 

improve conditions for macrophyte (plant) and 

macroinvertebrate (insect) communities in these 

waterbodies, acknowledged to be failing under current 

Water Framework Directive (WFD) assessments. This 

was achieved through the creation of woody material 

structures and localised ‘bed raising’ with gravel to 

increase morphological diversity and encourage the re-

instatement of natural erosion and deposition 

processes. These works will also provide greater habitat 

diversity for a range of chalk stream species, including 

benefits for all life stages of salmonids. 

The final habitat restoration works were completed on 

the River Anton this October by a Trust-led partnership. 

Whilst the Trust designed, developed and secured 

relevant permits for the project, the Piscatorial Society 

were well positioned to install the works and their team 

of experienced keepers didn’t shy away from the brief; 

delivering a big, bold river restoration and creating a 

haven for wildlife over almost 1km of river. The project 

is not only a glowing reference for the use of big woody 

structures to restore and re-naturalise rivers but is also a 

great example of modern and progressive river keeping. 

The Trust hopes to gain further benefit from the project 

by hosting a field visit for ecology/fisheries students 

from the University of Southampton in 2022, showcasing 

the river restoration process and techniques to a future 

generation of practitioners.  

*See the Trusts website https://www.wessexrt.org.uk/ to 
download reports or contact info@wessexrt.org.uk for 
further information 

https://www.wessexrt.org.uk/
mailto:info@wessexrt.org.uk
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River Sewage Pollution 
Christine Colvin, Director for Partnerships and Communications, The Rivers Trust 

 

Sewage fungus and algae over gravel 

Government nearly met its Waterloo on Sewage Pollu-

tion – but the battles gave us a stronger Environment 

Act.  

In November of last year, we finally saw our new Envi-

ronment Act passed.  The strength of public passion to 

protect our rivers came to the fore, as did the horror at 

the current levels of sewage pollution.  The Act is much 

stronger on sewage pollution than it was a year ago, as a 

result of determined action to protect our rivers. It has 

been an emotive debate. England’s baptism of sewage 

on social media left us renamed Stool Britannia and, as 

the world arrived for COP26, we were declared a Turd 

World County. But the public debate has also been one 

where having the right information is critical. 

The Rivers Trust Sewage Map has provided essential 
context and local data which informed the public de-
bate, giving a clear view and some pretty shocking num-
bers on how much sewage is getting into individual riv-
ers and constituencies. The Environment Agency report-
ed in 2020 that untreated sewage was released by water 
companies in England on more than 400,000 occasions 
for more than 3 million hours.  This far exceeds what 
they are permitted to do – overflow under exceptionally 
heavy rainfall.  And this is self-reported.  Evidence re-
leased in January in the Environment Audit Quality re-
port on river water quality, highlights that the realist is 
likely to be far worse. 

The new Act is a much better law thanks to active partici-

pation by thousands of members of the public, NGOs and 

Lords.  The government nearly met its Waterloo, during 

the so-called ‘ping pong’ phase of the Bill between the 

House of Commons and Lords, failing twice to secure a 

majority against the Duke of Wellington, who sought a 

commitment towards ending sewage pollution, not just 

gathering better data.   

The mandate of the new Office for Environmental Pro-
tection, was strengthened and defended fiercely by a 
cross-section of peers, including the former Green Party 
Baroness Jenny Jones.  But it was the sewage debate that 
got the attention of the media and the public, with highly 
effective campaigning and collaboration from activists, 
wild swimmers and MPs, like Philip Dunne (Conservative 
for Ludlow), who resisted the whip, and the peers. Even 
a mermaid joined the fray!  Wild urban swimmer, Lind-
sey Cole, swam 50 miles of the Avon to Bristol in October 
2021, with predictable bouts of ill-health and sickness, to 
highlight sewage pollution in our rivers.  
 
In total, more than 40,000 people used a platform set up 

by The Rivers Trust with Surfers Against Sewage, and 

wrote to their local MP to demand action on sewage pol-

lution. Many more added their voices on social media, 

including Deborah Meaden and Gary Lineker. 

https://www.theriverstrust.org/key-issues/sewage-in-rivers
https://twitter.com/LindseyCole/status/1445148475834970117
https://twitter.com/LindseyCole/status/1445148475834970117
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The fact that we now have a chapter on Storm Overflows 

and a much stronger framework for planning and moni-

toring a reduction in impact, is a victory for nature and 

river lovers. The current wording stipulating a 

‘progressive reduction in the adverse impact of discharg-

es from the undertaker’s storm overflows’ is open to 

wide defence and interpretation, making it weaker than 

the Wellington amendment. The Wellington amendment 

made the finishing line clear: ‘ensure untreated sewage 

is not discharged from storm overflows’ and looked for 

progressive improvements in the whole sewerage sys-

tem. Though the government’s amendment sounds the 

starting gun to initiate progress, our continued vigilance 

will no doubt influence how quickly and effectively water 

companies, and the regulator, run this race to resilience. 

Our focus will now be on how we ensure strong prece-

dents are set to achieve meaningful change in the short 

term, as well as how we establish a transparent and real-

istic baseline against which ‘progressive’ will be meas-

ured.  

Targets and timelines are not included in the Act, but 

should be in the Secretary of State’s plan to reduce dis-

charges which will be published in September 2022.  

This plan will define how and whether the public’s call to 

stop sewage pollution will be met. 

The social license to operate for England’s privatised wa-

ter companies, has been deeply questioned during this 

debate. They have been accused of maximising profits 

with routine over-spills of untreated sewage, both in the 

media and in evidence to the Environmental Audit Com-

mittee. As better monitoring technology and active citi-

zen scientists are mobilised to hold government and the 

water sector to account, our rivers will be under much 

more scrutiny and much better surveillance. This will 

tighten the vice and reduce the wriggle room around 

that word ‘progressive’, and the unlikely alliances that 

strengthened our law will be needed more than ever in 

holding to account the implementation (Dukes and mer-

maids included). 

 

Wessex Rivers Trust is one of 65 autonomous Rivers Trusts in the UK 
and Ireland. Together we are affiliated as a ‘movement’ of Rivers 
Trusts under the national umbrella of The Rivers Trust which is its own 
autonomous charity. We are pleased to work as part of this move-
ment, collaborating on specific issues including policy, campaigns and 
our specialisms of chalk streams and education.  

The Rivers Trust Sewage Map  www.theriverstrust.org/key-issues/sewage-in-rivers 
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Eel Pass 

In July 2021 we launched our ambitious multi-year 
partnership project which aims to reduce the impacts of 
invasive non native species (INNS) on the Test and Itchen 
river catchments. These species include American mink, 
a voracious predator, and dense stands of invasive plant 
species which can have significant impacts on the local 
ecology, reducing biodiversity and altering hydrology 
and water quality. With our first full delivery season 
approaching, we are looking for eager volunteers 
between May and September this year to help us 
monitor the presence of invasive species and assist with 
control efforts along our river banks.   

Riverbank INNS surveys 
Monitoring the presence of invasive plants is crucial;  it 
not only helps us assess the risks they pose, it informs 
management plans and the approaches required to 
control them. If you would like to help survey the banks 
of some of the most picturesque chalk streams in the 
world, then why not help with our INNS surveys on the 
Test and Itchen this June? 
 
Riverbank INNS removal 
This summer we will be hosting several events where 
volunteers can actively get involved by removing 
invasive plant species such as Himalayan balsam, orange 
balsam, and monkey flower from river banks. These 
rewarding, hands on days are a great way to stay healthy 
and have a positive impact on the local environment. 
   
Sponsoring your local mink monitoring raft 
Our Mink Monitoring Network launches this month! The 
network will be the first key step to managing the 
abundance of mink in the catchment. If you would like to 
commit a small amount of time each week to check and 
record any mink activity, then we would love to hear 
from you! 
 
Head over to our website to find out more about this 
project and sign up as an INNS Volunteer to receive 
updates on upcoming events and training opportunities.  

Invasive Non Native Species 
Test & Itchen 
Courtney Brain, Test & Itchen Invasive Non Native Species Project Coordinator 

Removing invasive monkey flower 

Image: A corporate volunteer from Coca Cola removing Himalayan 

balsam from the River Itchen, in August 2020.  

 

How you can get involved… 
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The lower Avon valley is a highly diverse floodplain 

landscape, home to some of the most important wad-

ing bird populations in the region. At the heart of this 

landscape are several kilometres of carrier channels 

which were historically installed to control water levels 

in the water meadow system. Some of the carriers 

within this system have, however, fallen into disuse 

and no longer support the abundance of species they 

once did, so funding was secured by the Trust to re-

store one of these degraded watercourses.  

One challenge was to get the levels right to allow flow 

once water was directed into the channel. Trial pits 

were dug along the whole length of the new channel 

to ensure the bed level had a gradient and would flow: 

from its upstream confluence with the carrier network 

to its downstream confluence with the main river. 

Works started at the lower end of the new channel to 

prevent any ingress of water during excavations. Mar-

gins are normally the most diverse part of a channel or 

stream so we created as many of these habitat fea-

tures as we could, the shallow dish shape allows the 

channel to expand and shrink with water levels. 

The channel was dug within the confines of the original 

silted carrier channel, but we were able to add some 

level of sinuosity into the new channel by keeping a 

slightly narrower profile. This will enable some level of 

natural process to start and create diversity within the 

channel and its margins. Once the channel had been 

dug, the downstream ‘plug’ was removed, and a new 

channel opening was created at the upstream conflu-

ence with the carrier system to allow water into the 

new channel.  

The channel now provides habitat for many of the spe-

cies associated with the lower Avon floodplain includ-

ing snipe and lapwing. Once the two carriers were 

joined, a bund on the bank of the existing carrier was 

breached in several locations to allow ingress and 

egress of water onto  the floodplain, especially im-

portant for the distinctive plant life found there. 

 

Looking downstream before channel construction has begun. 

View looking downstream post construction works.  

Meanders, margins, and a central low flow channel will add diversity 

into the channel. 

Lower Avon Floodplain 
Channel Creation 
Matt Irvine, Senior Project Officer Stour & Avon 
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Countess Restoration: a 
river at the crossroads? 
Matt Irvine, Senior Project Officer Stour & Avon 

The Hampshire Avon has an international reputation as 

the ‘crown jewel’ of English rivers. The Avon and a 

number of its tributaries are classic chalk streams, a 

globally rare type of river famed for their crystal clear 

waters. These in turn support a wide range of plants and 

animals, including salmon, water vole, water crowfoot 

and a dazzling variety of aquatic insects.  

The Avon catchment isn’t just important for our native 

wildlife, it also provides us with water for drinking and 

growing crops, provides natural storage for carbon and 

flood-water, and contributes to the local economy 

through attracting tourism, recreation and local 

businesses. 

Historically, however, the river and its floodplain have 

been modified and managed by humans for milling, 

fishing, agriculture, and development. This has left some 

parts of the river in a heavily degraded state, unable to 

support the wildlife which depends on it. A strategically 

important section at the heart of the Avon system,  

previously modified by the road network, has now been 

given the green light for improvement with the Trust 

taking a lead role. 

 

Thanks to funding from National Highways’ Designated 

Funding Programme, Wessex Rivers Trust aims to re-

store the health of a 3km stretch of the River Avon close 

to the town of Amesbury, including the publicly accessi-

ble Lord’s Walk reach of the river. The project is 

codenamed ’Countess’ after the road junction there! 

River Avon at Amesbury 

What’s the problem? 

The main issues have been caused by multiple human 

interventions and modifications. Most significantly, the 

river was realigned in the 1960’s for the creation of the 

new A303 road and so-called Countess junction: chan-

nels were dredged and straightened, destroying the hab-

itat of the already diminishing Atlantic salmon popula-

tion. A section of new river channel downstream of the 

A303 road bridge was built to help control flows during 

construction of the road, resulting in barriers being cre-

ated to fish migration. 

Wessex Rivers Trust are working with National Highways 

to restore natural conditions to this degraded reach of 

the River Avon. The Trust-led project aims to deliver the 

following objectives: 

Objectives: 

- Improve connections beyond the weirs and sluices cur-

rently blocking migration for fish and a wide range of 

fauna.  

- Improve spawning and juvenile habitat for the iconic 

Atlantic Salmon. 

- Enhance the surrounding floodplain grazing marsh hab-

itat for a wide range of special plants and animals, 

including orchids.  

- Restore the vitally important chalk stream plant species 

which underpin its ecology, including water crow-

foot and starwort.  

- We also aim to improve the amenity and aesthetics for 

the public footpath alongside the River Avon at 

Lord’s Walk in Amesbury.  
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Countess cont. Survey findings on the 
Avon at Amesbury 
Alex Deacon, Catchment Partnership Manager 

The Trust’s fish survey team surveying the margins of the over-wide, 

silted channel near Amesbury. No juvenile salmon or trout were rec-

orded here; plenty of room for improvement! 

Our landscape-scale biodiversity programme sits within 

a scheme of work being undertaken by National High-

ways. National Highways Project Manager David Bullock 

said “our work goes beyond operating, maintaining and 

improving roads, and through our Environmental and 

Well-Being Designated Funds, we're investing in the en-

vironment and communities surrounding our network. It 

underlines our commitment to reducing the impact of 

our roads on the environment – in this case by modifying 

a structure originally provided during the construction of 

the road.”  

We look forward to working with stakeholders and our 

partners to shape and deliver this exciting project.  

It’s not very often that the Trust comes across an oppor-

tunity to deliver a half million-pound river and flood-

plain restoration project on a single stretch of the 

Hampshire Avon, but thanks to National Highways’ Des-

ignated Funding Programme (see the previous article) 

our team have been busy collecting the information re-

quired to inform this landmark project. It will not only 

improve migration routes for some of our most endan-

gered fish, but also restore a degraded channel back to a 

diverse and resilient chalk stream habitat near Ames-

bury.  

Our team surveyed a wide range of flora and fauna 

above and below the water’s surface to inform our envi-

ronmental baseline and the requirements of the resto-

ration design. Alongside these ecological surveys, the 

Trust has commissioned a hydraulic model to assess op-

tions for bypassing a barrier to fish passage and creating 

more favourable chalk stream habitat. Our ecology sur-

veys encompassed everything from the local fish popu-

lation to the plants on the adjacent floodplain.  

Our survey results highlight just how much potential 

there is for this reach of the upper Avon to support a 

naturally diverse array of chalk stream wildlife.  

Aquatic plants and river fly populations were not quite 

up to the standard that we’d expect from a healthy 

chalk stream, with species such as brown trout, salmon, 

and water crowfoot – the cornerstone of chalk stream 

biodiversity - absent from much of the project reach. 

Fish surveys immediately upstream of the project reach 

didn’t find any salmon during 2018 and 2019, whilst 

their presence in our most recent 2021 survey highlights 

their passage is severely impaired in all but the highest 

of flows. 

 

 

Image right:  Snakes bend US control. Our project will connect newly 

restored habitat to our previous restoration efforts carried out in 

partnership with the Wild Trout Trust and local angling club.  



BLEED FROM A4 (21.0*29.7CM) 

16 Wessex Rivers Trust 

Rivers at home:   Learning 
in lockdown 
Amy Ellis, Education and Engagement Officer 

It’s an exciting time to be reporting back on the 

Watercress and Winterbournes project. As it is funded 

by the National Lottery Heritage fund, community 

involvement is at its heart.  Volunteers have become 

increasingly involved from training for water safety and 

water vole surveys, to taking part in the ambitious 

‘Smart Rivers’ initiative to help pin down some of the 

key pressures acting on our precious chalk streams and 

helping us to target our efforts. We have also created a 

bespoke surveying app to record spawning redds which 

we hope to expand in order to monitor serious sediment 

pathways, invasive species and water voles in the 

coming months. 

In the summer, the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife 

Trust organised a series of walks to inspire our 

communities with the beauty of sections of river not 

usually open to the public, many thanks to the 

landowners and angling clubs who made these sites 

accessible. 

Watercress and Winterbournes hosted a photo 

competition, organised by Sophie (also at HIWWT) – you 

can share in the skill of our photographers at https://

www.hiwwt.org.uk/watercress-and-winterbournes/tales

-from-the-riverbank/photography and keep a look out 

for some pop-up exhibitions over the  next few months.  

Watercress and  
Winterbournes 
Moragh Stirling, Watercress and Winterbournes Projects & Conservation Officer 

What else have we been up to... 

Cheriton Stream, Cheriton: 

Many thanks to the Cheriton Conservation Group and 

the landowner for making this possible and carrying 

out the essential maintenance work. Our work 

included installing a sediment trap near the 

headwaters of the Cheriton stream, which has already 

needed to be emptied suggesting its effectiveness in 

reducing sediment.  

Upper Test, Flashetts: 

As part of a larger restoration project to be delivered 

next year, Nick from The Wild Trout Trust delivered a 

series of training days for landowners and volunteers 

interested in how we use trees in the river to help 

degraded and overshaded river channels. Although 

they are routinely used, these techniques are often 

misunderstood. The training helped landowners and 

managers gain an understanding of our work and 

should enable them to explain it to any concerned 

members of the public.  

Newly installed dog dip in use 

Bank repairs being checked by the locals. 

https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/watercress-and-winterbournes/tales-from-the-riverbank/photography
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/watercress-and-winterbournes/tales-from-the-riverbank/photography
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/watercress-and-winterbournes/tales-from-the-riverbank/photography
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Bourne Rivulet, St Mary Bourne:  

Here we rebuilt the stretch of the Bourne Rivulet that 

runs along the Lake in the centre of the village, again 

with contracting from RJ Bull. Initially envisioned as a 

smaller project to subtly alter the hydrology of the 

river, it soon became clear that a section of the bank 

was in poor repair and needed assistance to stay 

stable. Here the space to work was limited meaning an 

ideal, gentle sloping bank to increase stability was not 

an option. Although the resulting structure looks a bit 

bare now, it has been planted with a range of bankside 

vegetation with strong root systems that will help to 

bind it all together and provide a vegetated margin 

with improved habitat once they have established. 

Further upstream, a suite of light touch measures has 
enhanced the flow and habitat variability. Here we had 
the space to reprofile another failing bank with a 
gentler slope using gravel that had accumulated in a 
previous near flood event. We are developing a 
planting project for the river banks that will involve as 
many members of the local community as possible.  

River Arle, Millennium Way: 

We used similar techniques on another popular 

footpath to kick start habitat improvements along the 

Millennium Way in New Alresford. In our July issue, we 

reported on the poor state of the path due to erosion 

from the many people and dogs who love this walk. 

This year, we were able to deliver the much needed 

footpath improvements, with those elements being 

carried out by our fantastic contractor RJ Bull. There 

were strict environmental considerations here as it is 

home to our highly protected and endangered native 

White Clawed Crayfish. A brand new silt curtain was 

purchased especially for this job, to ensure no possible 

contamination of the crayfish plague, carried by the 

widespread American Signal Crayfish, could be 

transferred to this site.  

We also hosted a day for volunteers to get involved 

with the more practical aspects of river restoration 

where we used a variation of hedge laying; hinging 

larger trees into the river to create much needed 

habitat and provide a variety of flow speeds that 

benefit a wide range of wildlife and life stages for 

trout, grayling and pike. 

Footpath badly eroded through footfall and dog erosion 

Repaired undercut bank with protection from erosion 
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Watercress and  
Winterbournes Education 
Tracy Standish, Watercress and Winterbournes Education Officer 

Throughout autumn 2021, uniformed groups were 

invited to discover what lies beneath the surface of their 

local chalk stream through a number of hands-on river 

dipping sessions. We engaged with 125 children and 

young people across nine different groups (a mix of 

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Rainbows) within the scheme 

area, with a number also enjoying a bat walk element as 

the days began to shorten. After discovering the 

invertebrates and fish that call the river their home, we 

used bat detectors to pick up both Common and 

Soprano pipistrelles as they hunted for insects along the 

river corridor. 

 

Overton Cubs went a step further, exploring their local 

stretch of the River Test after dark. We played a game to 

illustrate how bats locate their prey and discussed which 

insects they might be feasting on along the river, 

listened to bats on the bat detector, spotted a number 

of constellations in the night sky, looked at the 

caddisflies that were attracted to a bright light 

suspended against a white sheet, discussed their  

 

lifecycle, looked at the caddisflies that were attracted to 

a bright light suspended against a white sheet, discussed 

their lifecycle, and shone our torches into the river and a 

pond to see what wildlife we could spot. The highlight of 

the evening was listening to a pair of tawny owls calling 

overhead. 

The response from the local uniformed groups has been 

brilliant and, with more bookings already for 2022, we 

have developed a programme of activities specifically for 

them and other interested youth groups. This pro-

gramme will be promoted in the new year and covers 

the wildlife found in the river corridor as well as the river 

itself, night walks, water conservation and water safety. 

Watercress and Winterbournes is a Landscape Partner-

ship Scheme protecting, enhancing and celebrating the 

seven chalk streams that make up the headwaters of the 

Rivers Test and Itchen. The scheme is supported by the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund and brings together 16 

partners, including Wessex Rivers Trust who host the 

education programme. 

Rainbows education session 

Andover Cubs river dip 
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Sturminster Newton 
Wildlife and Heritage Trail 
Amy Ellis, Senior Education and Engagement Officer 

 

Back in February 2020, Wessex Rivers Trust was granted 

funding through an Enforcement Undertaking, agreed by 

the Environment Agency, in the Dorset Stour catchment. 

Along with walkover surveys and river restoration plan-

ning, there was also a community engagement element.  

The Education and Engagement Team took a slightly 

different angle to the traditional interpretation boards 

and instead produced an interactive wildlife and herit-

age trail in Sturminster Newton.  

Twenty-six Year 5 students (aged 9-10 years old) from 

William Barnes Primary School spent the day learning 

about their local river, which flows past the back of their 

school grounds. Amy and Sarah, from Wessex RT, ran 

sessions on a “River’s Journey; from Source to Sea”, wa-

ter safety, the wildlife found in the river and their adap-

tations for survival in the watery environment. The chil-

dren then spent two hours creating works of art, 

through different media, expressing their favourite as-

pects of the river they had just learnt about. The results 

were spectacular, with pieces ranging from vibrant, col-

ourful mills to intricate charcoal drawings of freshwater 

invertebrates. 

The artwork was scanned and turned into digital pieces, 
which are now displayed in a gallery on Wessex RT’s 
website (www.wessexrt.org.uk/
sturminsternewtontrail.html). They are also used to rep-
resent 11 points along a new interactive wildlife and her-
itage trail. 

How the Trail Works: 

You can join the route at any point and scan the QR 

code on the way marker (using your mobile phone cam-

era setting). It will then take you to the corresponding 

web page, which will show you the trail map, give you 

directions and provide you with some fascinating facts 

about the wildlife and heritage linked to that point. You 

can then follow the directions and scan the QR code on 

the next way marker. This makes the trail accessible 

and interactive for younger participants. If, however, 

you prefer a traditional trail map, you can print one off 

via the webpage above.   

Artwork from William Barnes Primary School 

http://www.wessexrt.org.uk/sturminsternewtontrail.html
http://www.wessexrt.org.uk/sturminsternewtontrail.html
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Laying the foundations 
for change on the Avon 
Alex Deacon, Catchment Partnership Manager 

As the dust settles after the somewhat delayed passing 

of the new Environment Bill through parliament last 

autumn, ‘Nature Recovery’ is the latest approach to be 

taken by government to reverse the declines in 

biodiversity and realise nature’s recovery at scale. This is 

the first time planning for nature recovery will be put on 

a statutory footing.  

The seeds for Nature Recovery were sown a few years 

ago, but detail was lacking as to what this might mean 

for nature conservation in England. We now know one 

piece of this puzzle will involve the development of 

Nature Recovery Areas (NRAs). These NRAs will consist 

of healthy, naturally functioning wildlife sites which form 

part of a wider ecological network throughout the 

landscape. Collectively, this network should contain a 

sufficiently diverse and sizeable area of habitat to 

support a variety of wildlife.  

So what does this mean for our rivers? Although the 

exact scope of the NRAs is yet to be confirmed, 

members of the Hampshire Avon Catchment Partnership 

(hosted by Wessex Rivers Trust) convened in autumn 

last year to begin the process of establishing what an 

‘Avon Valley Nature Recovery Area’ might look like. 

As well as ‘joining the dots’ between high quality river 

habitats, the partnership identified the need for greater 

protection and restoration of our headwater streams, 

floodplain reconnection and wetland creation, easing 

barriers to fish migration and cleaning up our 

wastewater treatment systems.  

Whilst the aspirations for the River Avon go beyond the 

organisations which make up the partnership, the 

narrative for nature lies at the heart of any nature 

recovery. The partnership is undertaking further 

engagement with wider stakeholders throughout the 

catchment, including land and river managers, to factor 

in some of the wider priorities for the Avon valley. We 

hope to have more news to share with you in the coming 

months!  

Left image: Winterbournes are a key feature in the River 

Avon landscape – home to unique flora and fauna, yet 

are often ignored, mistreated, and in need of restoration.  

 

The ‘Good’ 

The ‘Bad’ 
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Fishing Sale 
 

Lee Bush, Administration Manager 

Grayling. Credit:  Jack Perks 

It is that time of year again when Wessex Rivers Trust is 

on the hunt for days to auction in its annual sale of fish-

ing. Over the last few years the sale has raised much ap-

preciated funds to help the Trust continue its work. Your 

support of the sale – whether you have donated a day or 

got involved in the bidding – is greatly appreciated.  

Despite the uncertainty over the last two years we have 

still managed to run the sale and we hope to continue its 

success this year.   

 

We are very lucky to have supporters, friends and trus-
tees who have access to amazing fishing not normally 
accessible to the general public. If you have not yet do-
nated or know someone who may be able to donate, 
please contact Lee at lee@wessexrt.org.uk with details.  
 

The sale will launch in February and details of the days 

will be promoted on the Wessex Rivers Trust website 

and on our social media posts. Thank you in advance of 

your ongoing support of the sale.  

mailto:lee@wessexrt.org.uk
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In Other News... 
Alex McKay, Communications Officer 

Natalie Sharp joined us as Projects Administrator in 

November 2021. Natalie graduated in 2005 with a BSc 

(Hons) in Environmental and Education Studies. Since 

graduating she has worked across a range of 

organisations in different roles before following a career 

path working on projects or improving processes and 

procedures. During this time she has volunteered for 

various conservation charities across different counties 

on projects and wildlife surveys, as well as qualifying as a 

field guide in South Africa. When not at work she enjoys 

spending time outside with her husband and daughter 

either at the coast or enjoying the local countryside. 

Leah Farrer also joined us in November on a Work 

Industry Placement. Leah grew up in Canada, 

surrounded by vast expanses of trees, water and 

wildlife: lakeside activities and camping in remote woods 

form part of her DNA. A career change from Nursing saw 

her recently graduate from the Open University with a 

BSc (hons) in Geography and Environmental Science as a 

mature student. She is keen to gain practical skills in 

habitat management and river restoration whilst 

pursuing her wider interests in the research and 

monitoring aspects of conservation. She is starting with 

the Wessex Rivers Trust in order to ‘dip her toe’ into the 

wonderful world of nature conservation within our 

rivers.  

Alex McKay joined us as our new Communications 

Officer. After graduating with an MA in English Literature 

Alex began a career in the Royal Air Force. Following her 

service she moved to New Zealand and utilised her 

organisational and communications skills by joining 

Antarctica New Zealand; working within their 

communications team in both Antarctica and New 

Zealand to engage the public with the research 

conducted by Antarctic Scientists. After returning to the 

UK, Alex is now focussed on communicating the work of 

Wessex Rivers Trust and the importance of its mission in 

caring for our precious river environment.  
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A Shared Legacy 

Dave Rumble, Chief Executive 

Have you considered leaving a gift to Wessex Rivers 

Trust in your will?  

Everything Wessex Rivers Trust does is about the long 

term, providing a better future for our rivers and for all 

the life that depends on them. In the same way that it 

takes decades for rainwater to permeate through chalk 

bedrock and into our streams, or for the children we 

educate to make a positive difference for rivers later in 

their lives, so too could your legacy be making a 

difference far into the future. 

 

Please consider leaving a legacy for Wessex Rivers Trust 

in your will. 

To discuss a legacy further, contact us: 

info@wessexrt.org.uk  

01722 654253  
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