
Wessex Rivers Trust are passionate about looking 
after local chalk streams and rivers. We offer low 

cost education programmes, about the wildlife and 
heritage of our rivers, to match our aims and 

improve knowledge throughout the Wessex area. 

Programme Length Why choose this programme? Years When Suggested 
Donation* 

Interactive 
Assembly 

30 
mins 

- Educates large numbers of pupils 
- Covers river features, wildlife and heritage sites 

- Provides a great introduction before other sessions 

All All year £55 

Riverbank Session 2 hrs - Fun, interactive and engaging 
- Sense of ownership of local river 
- Best way to learn about rivers! 

All All year £110 

Classroom Session 
(Riverbank Follow 

Up)  

2 hrs - In addition to the outdoor river session 
- Takes a closer look at invertebrates 

- Incorporates food chains, adaptations and lifecycles 

All 
  

All year £55 

Evolution and 
Adaptations 

Session 

2 hrs - Pupils dress up to “adapt” to their environment 
- Deeper understanding through interactive activities 

- Quick and easy way to teach a tricky topic 

KS2 All year £55 

Mayfly in the 
Classroom 

1 day - Hands on experience caring for wildlife 
- Sense of ownerships of rivers 
- Longer experience for pupils 

KS2 May 
and 
June 

£210 

There are five education programmes for schools to choose from. The programmes 
complement each other and can be delivered as a package, for maximum impact, or can 
be standalone sessions. 

 

*this is a reduced cost that has been subsidised by grants to make the sessions more affordable to schools 



 

To make a booking please complete the booking form with as much information as possible. If access to a 
river is required, and you do not have local contacts, we can help with this. Once the booking form has 
been received a confirmation email will be sent to you. 

A request for payment will be submitted to the school after the session date. Cancellations should be 
made no less than one week before the booked date. If the session is cancelled less that one week before 
the booking the charge will still apply.  
 
Sessions will go ahead in light rain and cold conditions. If the weather forecast does not look safe for the 
booking date the session will be cancelled at least one day before and rearranged for another time or 
may be brought into the classroom.  
 

Although Wessex Rivers Trust staff will lead the sessions they are unable to be responsible for the         
supervision of the children. We recommend at least 1:6 ratio for all outdoor sessions.  
 

Wessex Rivers Trust likes to take photos of some of the sessions for educational and promotional         
purposes. These include our website, social media, Wessex River News magazine and press releases. The 
session leader will check with the class teacher on the day with regards to permissions. 
 

We try and educate children as close to their school as possible, ideally walking distance. If, however, 
schools require transport, and cannot afford this, we can bring the Riverbank Session to your classroom. 
 

If schools are unable to meet Wessex Rivers Trust staff face to face, we can offer replica virtual sessions. 
This can be through video calls, complimented by a delivery of equipment and (where necessary) live 
freshwater invertebrates for closer inspection by the children! 
 

For any queries please contact Amy Ellis (Education and Engagement Officer) amy@wessexrt.org.uk or 
07464 471257. 



 

If a Wessex Rivers Trust staff member is concerned about the welfare of a child they will report this to the 
class teacher/school Designated Safeguarding Lead. Wessex Rivers Trust will record and report any con-
cerns or disclosures in accordance with their Safeguarding Policy. It is the school’s responsibility to follow 
this concern up where necessary. For more information on our safeguarding policy please contact us. 
 

Adults and children should dress for the weather. Sessions will go ahead except for extreme weather con-
ditions. Please ensure everyone comes prepared for the expected weather conditions and brings spare 
clothing in case of an unlikely fall in the river!  
 

When learning in nature we need to be aware of natural risks such as: 

Covid-19 Each participant will have their own equipment, to reduce the risk of coronavirus spreading within the 

group. If equipment does have to be shared it will be cleaned in between uses. Safe distances will be kept 

between the leaders and all participants. Hand sanitisers will be available and participants will be encour-

Weil’s disease  Wash hands thoroughly before eating or leaving the site. Go to doctors immediately if you become un-

well two weeks after being around water. Note: Weil’s disease is a serious water born disease that can kill 

if not treated. Presents as flu like symptoms up to 2 weeks after being near water.  

Deep water  Adult supervision at all times, and a throw rope available. Note: risk of drowning can occur in shallow 

water as well as deep water.  

Stings and bites  Wear long trousers and be vigilant when walking around on site. 

Slips and trips  Take care when moving around the site and wear sturdy footwear. 

Strangers Adult supervision at all time and keep together as a group. 

Dogs  If dogs approach, keep together as a group and adults will move the dog away. 

For more information on our risk assessments please contact us. 


